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MESSAGE FROM EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR AND BOARD CHAIR
Thank you for an exceptional year

The FM Area Foundation is a community
foundation created by and for the people
of Cass County, North Dakota, and Clay
County, Minnesota. The FM Area Foundation
helps people give back to the community
and ensures the needs of the community are
addressed now and in perpetuity. Working
in partnership with individuals, families,
businesses and professional advisors, the FM
Area Foundation manages charitable funds
and provides grants to qualified nonprofit
organizations and scholarships to students.
The FM Area Foundation has been serving the
community through philanthropy since 1960.

As we write this letter, we are living through most interesting times. There are, at every level,
challenges and opportunities. Through its history, the FM Area Foundation has worked hard to face
such challenges and take advantage of the opportunities to make this a better community. There
is reason to believe that will continue. However, the purpose of this letter is to reflect upon 2019,
which we believe was exceptional.
During the year, donors created 40 new component funds. Along with donations to existing funds,
these new component funds generated more than $15 million in contributions to the Foundation.
Combined with very positive investment performance by our fund managers, this resulted in the
Foundation growing to almost $100 million in assets by the end of the year.
Our Caring Catalog program raised and distributed over $100,000 to participating local nonprofit
organizations. The program, which will again kickoff in the late fall, has proven to be highly
successful and popular with both the nonprofit community and donors by creating an easy method
of giving to a number of worthy causes.
We continued with our nonprofit education program and hosted several socials combined with
educational opportunities for our professional advisors.
The Foundation continued to move forward in the creation of a community land trust. We hosted
several visits by Michael Brown, a consultant with Burlington Associates, the premier consulting
firm in the nation on community land trusts. He helped create the framework to advance this effort.
The Cass Clay Community Land Trust will operate, not as a program of the Foundation, but rather a
separate freestanding nonprofit organization addressing the need for attainable workforce housing
in our community.
Throughout its history, the FM Area Foundation has distributed more than $54 million back into
the community in the form of grants to nonprofit organizations and scholarships to qualifying
students. Taken with the fact that for the first 26 years of its existence, the FM Area Foundation
was operated by volunteers makes both the growth and the distributions all that more remarkable.
We are fortunate this is an extremely generous and caring community. Your generosity continues
to move the Foundation forward in its mission to make this a better place to live for everyone.

Timothy J. Beaton		

Marilyn Guy

Executive Director

2019 Chair, Board of Directors

MISSION
We work to make this a better
community by promoting philanthropy,
building partnerships and serving as a
trusted resource.

VISION
To be the foundation of choice to
inspire people to make a positive
lasting impact in our community.

OUR CORE VALUES
Stewardship
Integrity and Trust
Transparency
Community Advancement
Caring and Connecting

ACCREDITED
The FM Area Foundation is accredited
by the Community Foundations National
Standards Board. The National Standards
ensure the values of community
foundations are
demonstrated through
their commitment to legal
compliance, philanthropic
best practices and
excellence that
benefits communities.

HISTORY OF GIVING
For nearly 60 years, we have been
helping people establish charitable
funds to make a meaningful difference
in the communities they love. We work
with individuals, families, nonprofits and
professional advisors. Since 1960, we’ve
given $54 million to help make a positive
difference in the lives of hard-working
students and dedicated organizations.
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DONOR STORIES

GIVING Community
Donors invest in lives they may never meet, provide wings to soar, fill stomachs and souls, protect, educate,
and empower. Through their generous charitable funds, they leave a perpetual fingerprint on humanity.

“Luckily for this community today, Mr. Riley
was interested in foundations. Mr. Al Simpson,
president of the bank at the time, allowed
Mr. Riley to start going to some foundation
annual meetings. He went to the Cleveland
Foundation, San Francisco Foundation and
there were several others. He picked up data.
Stacks of it. He got more involved with it,”
Marquardt said. “Then he started to visit with
the other trust departments at the banks in
town. He’d sit down with people, or we’d have
coffee meetings, then we met with the CPA’s,
some attorneys, as well, to explain what the
FM Area Foundation was about, and also to get
the other banks at that time to start looking
to attract donors who would create a trust
account like the Cupler’s.”

TIME, TALENT & TREASURE
Dorwin Marquardt Has Been Foundation Supporter Since 1968
Friend, board member, donor. All describe Dorwin Marquardt, yet none of these words fully
capture the significance of Marquardt’s relationship to the FM Area Foundation. Marquardt
recently retired from the Board of Directors after serving for eight years, but his history with the
Foundation dates much further back.
It was 1965 when Marquardt, a recent business administration graduate from Minnesota State
University Moorhead, began working full-time in the trust department at US Bank in Fargo, which
at the time was Merchants National Bank and later First Bank Fargo. He reported to a man by the
name of Jack Riley who was, as the story goes,
managing the FM Area Foundation out of his
desk drawer. There were no staff working for the
Foundation in those early years. It was managed
soley by Riley, that is until Marquardt came along.
“In about 1968, Mr. Riley tells me he’s going to
start teaching me how to do the 990 tax returns
for trust accounts. He sent me to some seminars
to learn about tax in general. Pretty soon I was
doing all those tax returns for the Foundation,”
Marquardt said.
The first account at the Foundation was created by
the founder of the FM Area Foundation, attorney
Art Cupler, and his wife, Clara. Their fund was
created to provide scholarships to students. Clara
was a schoolteacher and they wanted their money
to help students further their education.
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At the time, the Foundation had less than $1
million in assets. Riley and Marquardt decided
they wanted to get more banks involved and
began promoting the Foundation because they
saw the good it could do for the community.

Marquardt was also responsible for managing
the distribution committee. He would prepare
the reports to show how much money the
colleges had to allocate for scholarships and
coordinate the meetings.

Today, the permanently endowed
Arthur W. and Clara Cupler Fund
has awarded more than $2 million
in scholarships to area students
attending NDSCS, MSUM, Concordia
College, Jamestown College,
Hamline University and NDSU.

“Moorhead State would put it on or NDSU
would put it on. I got to meet some of the
people at those colleges at the time. I thought
I was in heaven,” Marquardt said. “I could see
when those monies came in and the money was
going out to scholarships for these kids who
wanted to go to college, but borderline could
not afford it. Maybe sometimes that $1,000, or
whatever we gave at the time, was the deciding
factor in, ‘Can I go to college, or can’t I?’ That
was heartwarming for me to see. These kids
were going to college, going to make a career
for themselves, going to make themselves
better, make the world better, and that’s always
stuck with me,” Marquardt said.

Marquardt continued this work until 1980 when
he moved to Grand Forks. He returned to US
Bank in Fargo in 1986. Even when he was not
directly involved in the FM Area Foundation,
he monitored what was happening because of
his involvement early on.
“I think I’ve stayed involved because I saw
what the FM Area Foundation could do for the
community. For people who weren’t as blessed
as I was or am. The more money you bring in,
the more you can put in the community. It’s
just fascinating to me. You are helping this
community and those who need help. It’s a
magnificent plan,” Marquardt said. “It’s one of
the finest institutions, not being disrespectful to
any others, but you’re tops in my book. I’m so
embedded into it I guess.”

“The more money you bring in, the
more you can put in the community.
It’s just fascinating to me. You are
helping this community and those
who need help.”
—Dorwin Marquardt

The Foundation, which started out with one
account, is now nearing $100 million in assets,
stewards more than 400 charitable funds, has
seven staff members, and has awarded more
than $50 million to charitable causes.
“I just get thrills when I think about what the
Foundation’s doing now with the nice people
on staff and on the board, with Tim’s nice
leadership and the monies you’re putting back
into the community. It is just phenomenal,”
Marquardt said.
In December 2019, Marquardt retired from the
FM Area Foundation’s Board of Directors. He
served as treasurer on the board since 2011, as
well as on the audit and investment committees.
“We are grateful for Dorwin’s continuous
support of the work we do in the community,”
said Executive Director, Tim Beaton. “Dorwin is
more than a friend to the FM Area Foundation.
He is one of our greatest ambassadors.”

On behalf of the FM Area Foundation staff
and board, we want to thank Dorwin for
helping manage and grow the Foundation
in those early years and continuing to be
a champion of the Foundation. Dorwin’s
involvement has made a difference for
people living in the Fargo-Moorhead area.
Thank you, Dorwin!
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Q&A

with
Fundholder, Peg Potter
We talked with fundholder, Peg
Potter, to learn more about the
causes she cares about and why
she chose to set up a Donor
Advised Fund to manage her
charitable giving.

Tell us a little bit about yourself.
Where did you grow up, what do you
do for a living?
I graduated from Brainerd (MN) High School and
attended the University of North Dakota and the
University of Minnesota. I earned my Master’s
and PhD in School Psychology at the University
of Minnesota. After working in public schools
for a few years, I became a faculty member at
Minnesota State University Moorhead where
I have taught for many years in the graduate
program in School Psychology.

What inspires you to make the community
a better place?
I have been involved in education for my entire
career and firmly believe that community
supports coupled with a strong, equitable
educational system, can lead to all children
being successful. In turn, children and youth who
are successful in school have a high probability
to be successful once they leave school.

Who are the people/causes you want to
help through your gift? What do they need?
My immediate goal is to provide scholarship
support to graduate students in School
Psychology at Minnesota State University
Moorhead. School psychologists are
professionals with advanced training in
education and psychology who provide
support to students, teachers, and parents
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to help children be more successful in regard
to academic, behavioral, and mental health
challenges. Public schools are trying to hire
more school psychologists, but a barrier to
recruiting people for the extensive graduate
level training needed to become a school
psychologist is the cost of that education and
the lack of financial support for those graduate
students. In particular I am hoping that
scholarship support can help recruit graduate
students from under-represented populations.

What prompted you to take the next step
and make your generous gift?
A major reason for taking this step now was
the need to set up a scholarship fund at
MSU Moorhead that could be used almost
immediately. I had an investment fund I had
started many years ago as a young professional
that I decided to use as a source of funding for
scholarships, but for tax reasons I did not want
to just cash that out. After meeting with Greg
Diehl at the FM Area Foundation and with staff
at the MSU Moorhead Foundation, I realized I
could use a Donor Advised Endowment at the
FM Area Foundation to fund a scholarship at
MSUM. Going through the FM Area Foundation
made sense for me since as a North Dakota
resident, I could take advantage of the special
tax incentives available to North Dakota
residents who contribute to community
foundations located in North Dakota.

“I like knowing that I will be able to
continue to support causes I believe
in no matter my circumstances in the
future and long after I am gone.”
Setting up my Donor Advised Fund now while
I am still working allows me to take advantage
of the charitable tax benefits while I have a
higher income than I will have once retired.
Additionally, I have been contributing both to

the MSU Moorhead Foundation and United
Way of Cass Clay through payroll deduction
for many years. Having the Donor Advised
Endowment will allow me to continue those
regular contributions, and others, once I
retire, and for many years to come.

How does making this gift make you feel?
I like knowing that I will be able to continue
to support causes I believe in no matter
my circumstances in the future, and long
after I am gone. I hesitated to put my name
on my fund since it will survive long after
anyone remembers me, but I decided it was
somewhat like a headstone—just more useful.

Why did you choose the FM Area
Foundation to set up your fund?
I had heard about community foundations
from two different financial advisors over
the years, so had some idea that community
foundations were an alternative for managing
long-term charitable giving. That led me to
find the website for the FM Area Foundation
when I was in a position to set up a longterm charitable contribution plan. Further
investigation led to a meeting with Greg Diehl
and information on options tailored to my
particular interests and needs.
The opportunity to have an advisory role
about where the proceeds of my Donor
Advised Fund are directed, with the option of
changing those contribution decisions over
time was attractive, as was the additional
charitable state tax advantages to me as a
North Dakota resident of donating to a North
Dakota community foundation. Additionally,
the FM Area Foundation staff have been
a pleasure to work with and very helpful
in navigating the somewhat complicated
transfer of funds from my investment fund to
the Foundation.

NEW FUNDS IN 2019
Adam Hoekstra Memorial Scholarship Fund
The Adam Hoekstra
Memorial Scholarship
Fund was established
to provide two annual
scholarships: one to
a senior graduating
from New London
Spicer High School in
New London, Minn., who is enrolled in a postsecondary educational institution to study
outdoor recreation, and the other to a student
enrolled at North Dakota State University in
Fargo, N.D., who is studying outdoor recreation.
Allegiant Careers in Aviation Fund
This fund, created by Allegiant
Travel Company, will award
three, $2,500 scholarships
annually to graduating seniors
from Central Cass, Fargo
Public Schools, Northern Cass,
or West Fargo Public Schools
who plan to pursue a career in
aviation or aerospace and enroll full-time in a
college, university or professional school with
an aviation or aerospace program.
Anne Krapu Journalism Legacy Endowed Fund
The Anne Krapu Journalism Legacy Endowed
Fund was established by Madeline Luke and
Gary Krapu as a permanently endowed fund
to support the Anne Krapu – HPR Journalism
Non-Endowed Scholarship Fund, which was
created to assist in the training of North Dakota
journalists who aspire to report honestly,
fearlessly and in the interest of all citizens.
Bob and Deb Buth Family Fund
A permanently endowed donor advised
fund created by Bob and Deb Buth to
support their favorite charitable causes
in the F-M community.

Brunsberg Family Fund
John and Tran Brunsberg established the
Brunsberg Family Fund as a non-endowed
donor advised fund to support their
charities of choice.

Ignite Church Designated Endowment Fund
The Ignite Church Endowment Fund was
established as a permanent endowment fund
to receive gifts from donors to support the
work and mission of Ignite Church in
Moorhead, Minnesota.

Darold and Lyla Rath Family Fund
Stephenie and Mark Herbranson set up the
Darold and Lyla Rath Family Fund, in memory
of Stephenie’s parents Darold and Lyla Rath,
to support charitable work in Cass and Clay
counties through the FM Area Foundation’s
annual grant rounds.

John and Corina Biwer Charity Fund
John and Corina Biwer established the John and
Corina Biwer Charity Fund as a non-endowed
donor advised fund to support their favorite
charitable causes in the F-M community.

DeVries Legacy Fund
A permanently endowed donor advised
fund created by Denby DeVries to support
her favorite charitable causes.

John and Karel Holten Charitable Fund
This fund was created as a permanently
endowed designated fund to support the
missions of the Lake Agassiz Regional Library
(Moorhead branch) and the Lost and Found
Ministry in Moorhead, Minnesota.

Don and Glenda Haugen Family Fund
The Don and Glenda Haugen Family Fund
is a permanently endowed designated fund
created to support the Meredith Haugen Play
Therapy Room at the Rape and Abuse Crisis
Center in Fargo.
Furness Family Fund
A permanently endowed
donor advised fund created
by Bruce and Lorraine
Furness to provide support
for their favorite charitable
causes in the areas of basic
human needs, the arts, community
benefit and NDSU athletics.
Hutchinson Family Charitable Fun
Mike and Cheryl Hutchinson created the
Hutchinson Family Charitable Fund, a nonendowed donor advised fund, to support
the charities of their choosing.

John and Sherri Stern Charitable Trust
John and Sherri Stern established the John
and Sherri Stern Charitable Trust as a nonendowed donor advised fund to support their
favorite charities.
John Ballantyne Endowed
Donor Advised Fund
The John Ballantyne Endowed Donor Advised
Fund was established by John Ballantyne as
a permanently endowed fund to support his
charities of choice.
John Ballantyne Non-Endowed
Donor Advised Fund
John Ballantyne created the John Ballantyne NonEndowed Donor Advised Fund as a pass-through
fund to support the charities of his choosing.
Julie and Jim Frisk Giving Fund
Jim and Julie Frisk created the Julie and Jim Frisk
Giving Fund as a non-endowed donor advised
fund to support the charities of their choosing.
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Julie and Jim Frisk Legacy Fund
Jim and Julie Frisk created the Julie and Jim
Frisk Legacy Fund, a permanently endowed
donor advised fund, to support their charities
of choice.

Margaret L. Potter Legacy Fund
Peg Potter established the Margaret L.
Potter Legacy Fund as a permanently
endowed donor advised fund to support
local charities of her choosing.

Kay and Steve Halverson Charitable Fund
Steve and Kay Halverson created the Kay and
Steve Halverson Charitable Fund as a nonendowed donor advised fund to support the
charities of their choosing.

Paulson, Corla “CoCo” Ruth Legacy
Family Advised Fund
Corla “CoCo” Paulson established the
Paulson, Corla “CoCo” Ruth Legacy Family
Advised Fund as a non-endowed donor
advised fund to support her charities of
choice.

Ken and Melanie Knudsen Fund
A non-endowed donor advised fund created
by Ken and Melanie Knudsen to support their
favorite charities.
Kenneth and Marcia Retzer Charitable
Endowment Fund
A permanently endowed donor advised fund
created by Kenneth and Marcia Retzer to
support their favorite charitable causes in the
F-M community.
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NEW
FUNDS

Created in 2019
BY GENEROUS DONORS

Kjelvik Family Advised Fund
Sandy Kjelvik established the Kjelvik Family
Advised Fund as a permanently endowed donor
advised fund to support her favorite charitable
causes in the F-M community.
Lake Agassiz Regional Library
Endowment Fund - Fertile
A permanently endowed fund to improve and
increase the range of library services offered by
Lake Agassiz Regional Library and its various
branch libraries. This fund supports the library
in Fertile, Minn.
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Presentation Partners in Housing
Permanent Endowment Fund
A permanently
endowed fund
created to support
the Presentation
Partners in Housing
ministry, sponsored
by the Sisters of
Presentations, Fargo,
to assist people
who are homeless
or threatened by homelessness, and
who in spite of their personal efforts, are
struggling to meet their basic needs.
Reierson Family Fund
Roger and Arlene Reierson created the
Reierson Family Fund, a permanently
endowed donor advised fund, to support
their charities of choice.
Reierson Family Fund II
Roger and Arlene Reierson created the
Reierson Family Fund II, a non-endowed
donor advised fund, to support the
charities of their choosing.
Teiken Family Fund
Brent and Jodell Teiken created the Teiken
Family Fund, a non-endowed donor
advised fund, to support the charities of
their choosing.

FISCAL
SPONSORSHIP
FUNDS
Each year, the Foundation serves as the fiscal
sponsor to help build capacity for charitable
projects and organizations in our community
while they await their nonprofit status. In 2019,
we served as the fiscal sponsor for:
Arise! Communities; Arise
Arise! Communities; Arise was created as an
educational group that hosts classes covering
various technology topics. As an inclusive and
diverse group of tech enthusiasts, the founders
of Arise! Communities; Arise “want to impact
marginalized groups that are often not included
in the largely male-dominated field of tech.”
Cass Clay Community Land Trust
The Foundation is serving as
fiscal sponsor for the Cass
Clay Community Land Trust
(CCCLT) as they await their
501(c)(3) status. The CCCLT
was created to address the need for affordable,
workforce housing in the FM area.
Citizens Local Energy Action Network (CLEAN)
A group of citizens formed CLEAN to serve
the F-M community in working toward
continuous sustainability, emission reductions,
efficiency improvement in the energy sector
and alternative fuels for transportation. The
Foundation will serve as their fiscal sponsor as
they await their 501(c)(3) designation.
Everlasting Hope
The mission of Everlasting Hope is to create
public awareness that infertility is a treatable
medical condition and provide financial

support to qualifying uninsured patients living in
North Dakota. The Foundation is serving as the
fiscal sponsor as they await their 501(c)(3) status.
Fargo-Moorhead Science Museum
The Fargo-Moorhead Science Museum project
seeks to establish a permanent science
museum in the F-M area featuring interactive
exhibits that encourage hands-on exploration
of science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics (STEM) for all ages.
Folkways
Christkindlmarkt
The Foundation served
as the fiscal sponsor
for the Folkways
Christkindlmarkt event
held November 21-24,
2019, in Fargo. This was
a fun-filled, communitywide event where
community members
celebrated the holiday
season with food, live
musical performances,
art demonstrations, holiday
treats and activities for children.

FOUNDATION AWARDS SCHOLARSHIPS
FOR 2019-20 ACADEMIC YEAR
In 2019, we awarded $262,022 in scholarships to 200+ deserving students.
FM Area Foundation scholarships are funded by donors who establish
funds to support students working to reach their full potential through
higher education and training.

Congratulations,
to the 2019-20
FM Area Foundation
scholarship recipients!

Peoples Rising Academy
The mission of Peoples Rising Academy is to
create a world where prevention and lifestyle
choice are the definition of healthcare.
Resonate
Joanna Lin established
Resonate as a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit whose
mission is to inspire future
generations of musicians
and creators by providing
students in rural areas
with access to quality
music education,
performances, and instruments.

A message from a 2019
scholarship recipient.
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SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Aakre Reiser Scholarship Fund
Detloff, Nicholas
Maesse, Kaitlyn
Aam-Steinke Scholarship Fund
Anderson, Mariah
Edland, John
Grandalen, Brianna
Admiral Robert Baldwin Award
Beach, Brianna
Alerus Financial Fund
Korbel, Mackenzie
Alerus Financial
Scholarship Fund
Rieth, Jacob
Allegiant Careers in Aviation
Scholarship
Aberle, Kylie
Ouellette, Seth
Wagner, Reece
Amy & William R. Layne
Scholarship Fund
Arndt, Kylee
Eichhorn, Alexander
Ekic, Armin
McCoy, Deklan
Moerke, Tanner
Sadat, Samira
Selman, Haroon
Anne KrapuHPR Journalism Scholarship
Berthold (Dockter), Skylar
Dragseth, Anna
Arthur Kleingartner
Peterson, Andrea
Arthur W. and
Clara Cupler Fund
Adams, Bailey
Anderson, Jacob
Anderson, Olivia
Beto, Alexis
Betz, Katherine
Biggerstaff, Megan
Boldingh, Charles
Breid, Kaylie
Cronk, Maggie
Dorvilier, Soraya
DuBois, Natalie
Fuchs, Jennifer
George, Jaycie
Glanville, Michael
Graf, Sydney
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Gray, Abby
Hasbargen, Shaylea
Heinz, Shelby
Ives, Tyler
Jasperse, Molly
Kienenberger, Zoe
Klinnert, Theresa
Ngo, Ivy
Orr, Meghan
Petermann, Brandon
Ramage, Meghan
Rohrich, Kayla
Sadat, Jasmin
Schultz, Emmalee
Schutt, Aiden
Score, Masie
Suchy, Chandler
Swanson, Edward
Swenson, Grace
Taylor, Jamesetta
Ullmer, Rachel
Van Dyke, Josephine
Bushell Family
Charitable Fund
Schmaltz, Logan
Ulsh, Lauren
Butch Kouba Memorial
Scholarship Fund
Mondry, Ayla
C. Edmund Strinden
Scholarship Fund
Fitzsimmons, Colm
Haugrud, Gavin
Carol L. Stoudt Fund
LeMeier, Claire
Celebration of Women and
their Arts Scholarship Fund
Coyle, Yuki
Charity Mae Foundation
Award
McLagan, Greta
Charleswood
Scholarship Fund
Novacek, Jackson
Clayton and Ilene Lodoen
Scholarship Fund
Anderson, Jacob
Hossain, Sariyah
Ishimwe, Eugenie
Janssen, MaKayla
Nankivel, Isabella
Peters, Marissa

Roper, Kayla
Ryan, Logan
Smith, Rylee
Spaeth, Claire
Patel, Dhruvika
Comstock Memorial
Trust Scholarship Fund
Spooner, Logan
Daisy D. Engh
Scholarship Fund
Gillaspey, Victoria
Dakota Supply Group
Scholarship Fund
Frawley, Heidi
Haux, Wyatt
Jahnig, Nathan
Joerger, Isaac
Johnson, Trey
Schabert, Caleb
Schneider, Wade
Small, Jonah
Sund, Riley
Daniel T. Haga Memorial
Scholarship Fund
Hushka, Tanner
Denton and Thressa
Jepson Scholarship Fund
Kelso, Joeli
Donald E. Dehne Memorial Scholarship Fund
Mastel, Signy
Doris Hertsgaard
Scholarship Fund
Schultz, Jodi
Dorothy Sewall Hector
Fund
Johnson, Shelsea
Dr. Howard Freeberg
Scholarship
Kallod , Nicole
Qualley, Natalie
Duane and Judy Lee
Scholarship
Faiman, Grace
Florence M. Hagstrom
Scholarship Fund
Deal, Isaac

Frank and Helen Buzzell
Scholarship Fund
Haugrud, Tess
Morse, Katherine

Gilman Toso
Scholarship Fund
Brynildson, Timothy
Hanson, Chloe
Sytsma, Eli
Thompson, Sarah

Fred R. Tharalson
Scholarship Fund
Bennion, Sierra
Frolek, Peyton
Johnson, Lucas
Johnson, Riley
Nelson, Michael
Schneider, Ellie
Shafer, Noah
Vargas, Paige

Heng Educational
Trust Fund
Detloff, Nicholas
Glynn, Daniel
Passa, Elora
Spilde, Emily
Herman Stern
Charitable Fund
Johnson, Kylie
Noel, Mary
Jeffry & Jeanie Volk Family
Stein, Ethan

Gudrun E. Powell
Memorial Fund
Miller, Gavin

Jill & Jeff Berg Fund
Anderson, Hannah
Klinkhammer, Noah
Swartz, Ross
Kathryn P. Bond
Charitable Fund
Schmoll, Haley
Leah Brekke
Scholarship Fund
Johnson, Kelly
Leonard & Donna Richards
Scholarship Fund
Larson, Elle

Alex Och
Ra e r S c h

McClellan
Scholarship Fund
Harford, Nicole
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Melle F. Tex and Eva L. Tex
Scholarship Fund
Atencio, Alexandria
Microsoft Scholarship Fund
Saeedi Velashani, Mahdi
Swenson, Kaylee
Moore Engineering
Scholarship
Dietz, Katrina
Murch Scholarship Fund
Patel, Dhruvika
Noridian Employees Credit
Union - Noridian Fund
Bowles, Michael
Breiland, Avery
Elston, Wrigley
Libang, Alyssa
Luz, Alexander
McKinnon, MacKenzie
Nichol, Sophia
Peterson, Grace
Richter, Payton
Paul Ormbreck Memorial
Scholarship Fund
Jirik, Ross

Pelican Rapids High
School Fund
Camilo, Jessica
Quentin N. Burdick Memorial Scholarship Fund
Jarrett, Amanda
Raer Scholarship Fund
Carpenter, Anna
Dunn, Syrie
Johnson, Sarah
Lommen, Ashley
Pederson, Alexis
Kressin, Janelle
Retail Credit Association
Scholarship Fund
Dullum, Brenna
McCann, Alatera
Oduburu-Egwu,
Chinedu Daniel
Stroh, Kiara
Vigilant, Jonah
Carlson, Emma
Roger and Mary Hoffmann
Charitable Fund
Lardy, Jaelyn
Spencer W. Jones &
Ferne K. Jones Charitable Trust
Anderson, Blake
Spencer and Ferne
Jones Trust
Garcia, Logan
Steffes, Hayley
Vernon E. Howell and
Orlee R. Howell
Educational Trust Fund
Gilles, Madison
Hendrickson, Mariah
McKeever, Sierra
Pancoast, Olsen
Skoglund, Alexis
Slavick, Kathryn
Smith, Destiny
Svidersky, Oksana
Worms, Madison
West Fargo Area
Scholarship Fund
Unallocated
Anderson, Jacob
Baer, Kamden
Bauer, Jalyn
Bekkum , Paulina
Blasczyk, Rachel
Breiland, Avery
Bruner, Dylan
Callier , Minda

Chemiti , Preeti
Connors, Madison
Dalzell, Ellia
Daub, Madison
Davis, Kylie
Dent, Ross
Diemert, Lauren
Doeling , Lucas
Dokara, Yasmina
Donarski, Abigail
Dullum, Jace
Emerson, Mason
Ford-Kerbaugh, Sabrina
Forness, Joslin
Galde, Katelyn
Gapp, Elise
Giesen, Taylor
Heinz, Shaylee
Hjelden, Jillian
Hjelden, Madison
Hossain, Sariyah
Hunsicker, Brittany
Inman, Madison
Ishimwe, Eugenie
Johnson, Callyn
Johnson, Emma
Kolakovic, Karla
Lies, Tyler
Lindquist, Megan
Lund, Garret
Macziewski, Olivia
Manock, Ian
Martin, MaTia
McCarthy, Megan
Mohamud, Kaha
Nguyen, Haison
Nguyen, Regina
Norberg, Marren
Nowacki, Quinn
Nunyi, Esofi
Ouellette, Seth
Penney, Justin
Peters, Marissa
Rene, Evan
Rindahl, Hayley
Roper, Kayla
Ryan, Logan
Schmidt, Allison
Stewart, Hannah
Van Vleet, Halie
Vanyo, Faith
West Fargo Exchange Club
Schlepp, Ryan
Willard Grager
Scholarship Fund
Bronson, Nicholas
Gilbertson, Shea
Women@Microsoft
Scholarship Fund
Boschert, Sydney
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TRANSFORMING

Community

GRANTEE STORIES

When making grants through our annual community grant rounds, the FM Area Foundation considers the following areas of focus:
Arts, Culture & Creativity; Basic Human Needs; Community Building; Education; Women in Leadership.

ARTS, CULTURE
& CREATIVITY
GRANT RECIPIENTS

EDUCATION

FM Area Youth Symphonies

Lifting Lives Through Learning

FM Community Theatre
Fargo Theatre

Boys & Girls Club of the Red River Valley Receives Grant
for STEAM-ing to Success

Fargo Moorhead Ballet
FM Chorale Artists
Fargo Moorhead Opera
Heartsprings
Historical & Cultural Society of Clay County

An Education grant to the Boys & Girls Club
of the Red River Valley helped purchase
Mindworks academic enrichment kits to
encourage group learning and critical thinking
skills. These thematic afterschool academic kits
include creative games, unique craft materials,
quality literature, and other items needed for
each lesson. The educational core subjects in
each kit are math, science, language, creative
arts, career exploration and social studies.

Kindred Area Arts Partnership
Lake Agassiz Concert Band

ARTS, CULTURE & CREATIVITY

The Arts Partnership
Theatre B

Inspiring Imagination and Innovation Through Arts & Culture

Youthworks

Kindred Area Arts Partnership Receives Grant for Native American Artist Series
Kindred Area Arts Partnership works with Kindred Public Schools and the local community to provide a wide range of fine arts opportunities for individuals of all ages.
The Kindred Area Arts Partnership (KAAP) received an Arts, Culture
and Creativity grant for their Native American Artist Series. For two
months, KAAP brought in two Native American artists into Kindred
Public Schools for a diverse cultural art experience for students K-12.
“This project offers tremendous opportunities to involve students in
creative processes, expose them to diverse perspectives and give

A $3,000 ARTS, CULTURE
AND CREATIVITY GRANT
Supports Kindred Area Arts Partnership’s

NATIVE AMERICAN ARTIST SERIES

The Boys & Girls Club of the Red River Valley provides a safe, caring and fun environment for kids to learn,
grow and prepare for a bright future

them the chance to explore and develop an interest in the arts,” said Jen
Swenson with the Kindred Area Arts Partnership.

The Boys & Girls Club’s school age programs
serve approximately 650 K-5th grade youth in
Fargo each day. Their programming focuses on
helping youth of all backgrounds develop the
qualities needed to become responsible citizens
and leaders. By 2020, 469 youth participated in
activities related to the Mindworks project.

Star Wallowing Bull, a nationally renowned artist who blends Native
American motifs with pop culture themes, worked to create large-scale
collaborative projects. The theme for the project was “The Dreamcatcher
with Star Wallowing Bull” where he helped students identify and reach for
their dreams. He created a largescale mural on sheets of plywood
with the students. One will be hung in
the elementary school and one at the
high school. Work from the project
was displayed at the KAAP’s annual
fundraising gala.

“Exposure to science, technology, engineering
and math is critical when young people’s natural
curiosity drives interest and builds capacity for
success in these disciplines,” said Julie Otto,
Boys & Girls Club of the Red River Valley.
According to North Dakota Compass, 64
percent of North Dakota 8th graders were not
meeting math standards in 2016.
“The education of our community’s youth does
not stop when the school bell rings. It is up
to organizations like ours to set a standard
that continued learning is important and can
continue out of school in fun and exciting
ways,” Otto said.

EDUCATION GRANT RECIPIENTS

Keith Bear, an award-winning Native
American storyteller, performer and
traditional flute player, provided
an arts and culture assembly for
students in grades 7-12 and an
assembly for students in grades K-6.

Boys and Girls Club of the Red River Valley

South Sudan Lutheran Church

CHARISM

MSUM Community Outreach

Child Evangelism Fellowship

The Arc of Cass County

Chira Global Development Organization

The Learning Bank

Clay County Public Health

The Longspur Prairie Fund

Family Wellness

The Rourke Art Gallery Museum

Inspire Innovation Lab

Tu’Deako Group

New American Consortium for Wellness
and Empowerment

$2,500
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EDUCATION

P’s & Q’s Etiquette

Grant Supports

STEAM Curriculum at eight
school age program locations.
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BASIC HUMAN NEEDS

COMMUNITY BUILDING

Building Ladders Out of Poverty

Fostering Initiatives That Strengthen Community

Lake Agassiz Habitat for Humanity Receives
Grant for Dakota Blitz 3:10 – 3 Homes in 10 Days

Barnesville Ambulance Receives Grant for Life-Saving LUCAS Device

$8,993

Barnesville Ambulance serves people in Barnesville and surrounding communities and is the only
transporting ambulance service in the area.

was awarded to the
Barnesville Ambulance

Lake Agassiz Habitat for Humanity brings people together to build
homes, communities and hope.

A Community Building grant for $8,993 was awarded to the Barnesville Ambulance to purchase a
LUCAS 3 manual CPR device. The LUCAS is a mechanical chest compression device that delivers
high quality, guidelines-consistent chest compressions to sudden cardiac arrest patients.

Lake Agassiz Habitat for Humanity was awarded a $7,500
grant for the Dakota Blitz 3:10—3 Homes in 10 Days project,
which took place June 2019. The goal of the project was
to build three homes in 10 days in the Highland Meadows
development in West Fargo. Lake Agassiz Habitat for
Humanity was selected for this project by Blitz Home Builders,
a group of volunteers from around the country who select one
Habitat affiliate per year to partner with. Blitz Home Builders
are experts in expedited building and have done projects like
this from New Jersey to Hawaii.
The homes built by Habitat for Humanity provide families with
an opportunity to break their cycle of poverty and give their
kids a safe, healthy and decent place to live.
“We are addressing the lack of affordable housing for our
low-income neighbors. The vacancy rate is less than 9%,
making it nearly impossible for low-income families to find
adequate housing. This lack of housing forces families to live
in deplorable conditions, places that are riddled with mold,
have doors and windows that don’t lock or keep out the cold,
and that are unsafe. In Fargo, rent has increased by more than
13% in the last three years,” said Pete Christopher with Habitat
for Humanity.
The families Habitat for Humanity works with are not given a
free home but repay the cost of construction through a 0%
mortgage. They also put in more than 250 hours of “sweat
equity” per adult. The mortgage payments are put into a fund
to help build future homes.
The homes built during the Dakota Blitz were built in
partnership with five adults and 12 kids, ages 10 months to
17 years. These families had been living in homes that were
unsafe, unaffordable and in need of constant repair.
“An affordable home helps lift vulnerable families out of
poverty and keeps them out of poverty for generations to
come. Habitat homes are not a hand out, but a hand up,”
said Christopher.

The Barnesville Ambulance had one LUCAS device, which has been credited with saving at least
five lives over the last two years, but there was a need for one more.
“This device is very efficient at doing chest compressions. We had our only LUCAS in the foyer,
and if we thought we needed it, we had to get it prior to leaving the station. More than once, our
dispatch information was not accurate, and we’ve had to send the local police to get the device
for us. This leads to a significant time delay, and an unfavorable outcome,” said Scott Nelson,
Barnesville Ambulance Director.

$7,500

BASIC HUMAN
NEEDS GRANT

AWARDED TO HELP BUILD

A GRANT FOR

TO PURCHASE
LIFE-SAVING
CPR DEVICE

COMMUNITY BUILDING
GRANT RECIPIENTS
Audubon Dakota

three homes in 10 days.

Badges of Unity Fargo
Barnesville Ambulance
FM Coalition for Homeless Persons

BASIC HUMAN NEEDS GRANT RECIPIENTS
Apple Tree Dental Hawley Center

ND Autism Center

Bridgepointe Community Church

New Life Center

Churches United for the Homeless

PATH North Dakota

Community of Care

Presentation Partners in Housing

Down Home

REACH-Rural Enrichment

Emergency Food Pantry

Rebuilding Together

F5 Project

Red River Valley Dental Access Project

Family Healthcare

Ronald McDonald House Charities of
the Red River Valley

Fraser, Ltd.
Immigrant Law Center for MN

Scottish Rite Speech and Languages
Center for Children

Jasmin Childcare

ShareHouse Foundation

Jeremiah Program

Southeastern North Dakota
Community Action Agency

Lake Agassiz Habitat for Humanity
Lakes and Prairies Community
Action Partnership

Women Initiative Network for Liberia

Glyndon Lutheran Church
Hope Blooms
Hopeful Heart Project
Homeward Animal Shelter
Nationwide these devices have saved many lives. Initial layperson CPR is always needed, but the
sooner this device is deployed, the greater the chances are for a person’s long-term survival.
“In 2017, we had several cardiac arrests in our area. Four of those, we were able to get the patient’s
pulse back. Of those four, two were eventually able to walk out of the hospital. I credit those lives
saved to use of the LUCAS device,” Nelson said.

Lutheran Social Services
of North Dakota
Jail Chaplains

This grant was used to purchase a second LUCAS device, allowing each of the Barnesville
ambulances to be properly equipped and ultimately improve chances of survival for victims of
cardiac arrest.
The Barnesville Ambulance’s service area is 442 square miles around Barnesville. This includes the
cities of Barnesville, Baker, Rollag, and near Hawley, Glyndon and Sabin. They average more than
300 calls a year and are the only transporting ambulance service in this area.

YWCA Cass Clay

Legal Services of Northwest MN
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INSPIRING GIRLS.
EMPOWERING WOMEN.

Women’s Fund Grant Helps Eliminate Barriers for Women
CAPLP works to eliminate poverty by empowering families and engaging communities

In 2019, the Women’s Fund awarded thirteen grants totaling
$48,120 to organizations dedicated to lifting up women
and girls in the Fargo-Moorhead area. These organizations
support women in leadership in Cass and Clay counties
through their unique programs and initiatives.

WOMEN’S FUND MISSION
To improve the quality of life for
all people by enriching the lives
of women and girls in the FargoMoorhead area communities.

This work cannot be done without the generous support from
donors who contribute to the Women’s Fund endowment.

2019 GRANT RECIPIENTS
BIO Girls: BIO Girls Program Diversification
Boys & Girls Club of the Red River Valley : Positive Action, Positive Girls
Immigrant Development Center: Economic Stability of Women
Inspire Innovation Lab: Inspire Girls!
Lakes & Prairies Community Action Partnership: Eliminate Barriers for Women
Lost and Found Recovery Center: Transformative Empowerment Classes
NEW Leadership Development Institute: 2019 Development Institute
New American Consortium for Wellness & Empowerment: Girls Empowerment Movement
P’s & Q’s Etiquette: Leaderlicious on the Move
Southeastern North Dakota Community Action Agency (SENDCAA):
Self-Sufficiency Scholarships for Women Living in Poverty
South Sudan Lutheran Church: South Sudanese Women’s Club
uCodeGirl: Third Annual Crack the Code
YWCA Cass Clay: Women’s Education and Employment Fair

2019 Women’s Fund Committee Members
Michele Anthony, Co-Chair
Jodi Heilman, Co-Chair
Deb Williams
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Rachel Asleson
Shelly Carlson
Nancy Frost

The Women’s Fund provided a grant for $7,120 to Lakes & Prairies
Community Action Partnership (CAPLP) for women participating
in the CNA classes through their Workforce Training Program.
CAPLP offers four training sessions each year, two of which are
for Certified Nursing Assistants (CNAs). This program assists
women who complete the CNA program address barriers to employment.
The staff at CAPLP see participants run into financial barriers that hold them back from fully
entering the workforce successfully, despite the training and coaching. Barriers include paying for
childcare deposits and the first two weeks of daycare until they receive some income or childcare
assistance begins; transportation funds for a bus pass or gas to get to work every day; and scrubs
that are required for CNA jobs.

SINCE 2000,
the women’s fund has awarded

136 GRANTS
– TOTALING –

$370,340
to support women and children
in Cass and Clay Counties.

“Something as simple as a childcare deposit or a couple pairs of scrubs can be daunting and
feel like an impossible hurdle for someone who has been barely making ends meet,” said Becki
Johnson with CAPLP. “The grant from the Women’s Fund allows participants to overcome these
barriers and enter the workforce ready to be successful as their children are being cared for in a
safe environment.”
The Women’s Fund chose to fund this program because it provides women the opportunity to
build the skills needed to provide financial stability for themselves and their families.
Participants receive free training to achieve a certification in a field that offers good paying jobs.
They also receive coaching and case management that assists with building soft skills, such as
problem solving, planning, managing finances, identifying community resources and interviewing
skills. The case managers also work with the women in this program to create plans for things like
transportation, childcare, financial situations and other barriers that may arise.
“The knowledge and skills obtained through this program will impact the economic well-being of
the current and future generation of women, as daughters see their mothers and grandmothers
work to achieve their goals and model positive leadership behaviors for the younger women in
their lives,” Johnson said.

By giving to the Women’s Fund,
you help support not just one cause,
but many organizations working to
lift up women and girls in Cass Clay.
The FM Area Foundation staff can help
you plan any type of gift you wish to
make today or in the future. Monetary
gifts, memorials, gifts of stock, or life
insurance are just a few ways to give
to the Women’s Fund.
To donate to the Women’s Fund, visit:
areafoundation.org/womens-fund.

Nancy Taralson
Lisa Borgen,
FM Area Foundation Board Liaison
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THE FOUNDATION IS
THE CONNEC TION

CONNECTING Community
The FM Area Foundation is the connector of donors and grantees, people and purpose. We do more to impact lives in the
region by taking part in community initiatives and hosting events that foster new relationships and encourage philanthropy.

Caring Catalog Connects Donors to Local Charities
The Caring Catalog is an online giving platform, hosted by the FM Area Foundation,
that connects community members to local charities. Donors can visit the
online catalog during the holiday season and scroll through a list of local
nonprofits to learn about the unique projects and programs in the F-M area.

through the

Look for the Caring Catalog November 24 through December 14, 2020!
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Wells Fargo awarded $25,000 to the FM Area
Foundation’s Community Response Fund of Cass and Clay Counties.
The purpose of this fund is to provide support to organizations engaging
in immediate and long-term recovery services following a community
crisis or disaster.

Community land trusts are nonprofit, communitybased organizations designed to ensure community
stewardship of land. Community land trusts engage
in many types of development (including commercial
and retail) but are primarily focused on ensuring longterm housing affordability.

The FM Area Foundation and its Board of Directors created the
Community Response Fund of Cass and Clay Counties in 2017. This
fund was established to collect donations from individuals, families,
businesses, private foundations, and the like, to support immediate and
long-term recovery efforts in the event of a community disaster or crisis
in the Cass Clay area.

Trenton Gerads

The CCCLT has officially launched and hired Trenton Gerads as its
Executive Director.

All nonprofits listed in the
Caring Catalog serve
Cass-Clay.

GIVEN TO
$105K
NONPROFITS
CARING CATALOG

In response to an affordable housing shortage in
our community, the FM Area Foundation launched
an organization called the Cass Clay Community
Land Trust (CCCLT) to create permanently
affordable owner-occupied homes in the region.

Brown visited Fargo to present the plan to various groups, including
the Foundation’s Board of Directors, government agencies and
developers, contractors and mortgage lenders.

“We’re grateful for the generosity our community members showed for our local nonprofits,” said
Lexi Oestreich, FM Area Foundation Program Officer. “There are so many great organizations
doing amazing work, and we want our community to know about them. The Caring Catalog is a
great way to connect people and purpose.”

The Foundation and generous
sponsors offered giving
incentives, such as matching
dollars, Funday Monday
drawings, social media
contests and more.

Wells Fargo Awards $25,000 to
Foundation’s Community Response Fund

The FM Area Foundation worked with consultant
Michael Brown, partner at Burlington Associates in Community
Development, to conduct a feasibility study for the CCCLT.

In 2019, the second year of the Caring Catalog, 378 community members came
together to raise over $105,000 for local, charitable projects.

“The dollars you give stay right
here in our community to help
make a difference,” Oestreich
said.

FM Area Foundation, Burlington Associates Present
Community Land Trust Feasibility Study

Thank You to the 2019
Funday Monday Sponsors:
• American Crystal Sugar
• Charles & Linda Moses Foundation Fund
• Heartland Trust Company
• Louise and Bernie Dardis
• Marilyn and Bill Guy
• Mohr Family - Dacotah Paper Fund

“Disaster preparedness is one way community foundations take the long
view for their communities,” said Tim Beaton, Executive Director. “The
FM Area Foundation is equipped to handle charitable donations in
the event of a community disaster. With years of experience providing
philanthropic services and supporting the Cass Clay region, the FM Area
Foundation has the proven expertise to collect and distribute donations
in a streamlined and collaborative way.”
Learn more, about the Foundation’s efforts around COVID-19 by visiting
areafoundation.org/disaster.

Addiction and Recovery Forum Held with Governor,
First Lady and TEDxFargo Speaker Moyers

Foundation Hosts Two Educational and Social Events
for Professional Advisors

The FM Area Foundation partnered with
Recovery Reinvented and the Office of the
First Lady of North Dakota to host an
addiction and recovery forum with 2019
TEDxFargo speaker William Moyers in July
in Fargo.

Two educational and social
events designed specifically for
professional advisors were held
in the spring and fall. The topics
included visiting with clients about
charitable giving and the 5 W’s of
year-end giving.

Governor Doug Burgum, First Lady Kathryn
Burgum and Moyers held a discussion about
challenges communities face in tackling addiction and how addiction
recovery service providers can collaborate to end the stigma of the
disease of addiction. More than 40 service providers attended the
event to learn, network and engage.

Thank you to our Development
Committee for helping plan these
special events throughout the year!

Moyers is the vice president of public relations and community affairs for the
Minnesota-based Hazelden Betty Ford Foundation and a New York Times
best-selling author of “Broken: My Story of Addiction and Redemption.”
The FM Area Foundation has been a sponsor of TEDxFargo since 2014.

19

WAYS TO GIVE
When you create a charitable
fund at the FM Area Foundation, you join hundreds of
like-minded individuals who
care about making a meaningful difference—a difference
that can last forever. Almost
any kind of asset can be used
to start a fund, and you can
decide if you want to give now
or later through your estate.

GIVE NOW
Cash

Gift in Your Will
A gift may be made to the FM Area
Foundation, which will be used to create or
support your charitable fund that benefits
the community forever and becomes
your personal legacy of giving. When
defining your gift, you can specify the
FM Area Foundation to receive a stated
dollar amount, a specific piece of property,
a percentage of your total estate, the
remainder of your estate after distributions
to other beneficiaries, or you can make
your gift contingent on certain events. It
is simple to do and allows you to use your
assets while you are living and reduce the
amount of estate tax paid by your estate.

Securities
Gifts of appreciated securities (stock, bonds
and most mutual funds) result in a charitable
deduction for the full market value of the
donated asset and minimize capital gains taxes.

A gift of real estate you’ve owned for more
than a year entitles you to a tax deduction
for the fair market value of the property.

IRA RMDs
An IRA Charitable Rollover distribution
directly from the IRA sponsor to the FM Area
Foundation not only saves paying income tax
on the distribution but also counts toward
your required minimum distribution.

Convert a Private Foundation
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GIVE LATER

A cash gift is the simplest way to establish
a fund or give to an existing fund.

Real Estate

If you’d like to discuss how you can set up
a charitable fund to support the causes you
care about or give to an established fund,
contact Development Officer, Greg Diehl, at
701.234.0756 or greg@areafoundation.org.

PROFESSIONAL
ADVISOR PARTNERS

Many families create a private foundation
without realizing the complexities and
expense of administration. Converting
your private foundation into a supporting
organization or a fund at the FM Area
Foundation has many benefits, like lower
administrative costs, greater tax benefits,
no payout requirement and greater privacy.
Best of all, it allows you to focus on the most
important part—grantmaking!

The following professional, legal and financial
advisors have helped one or more of their
clients make a gift to the community by
setting up a charitable fund through the
FM Area Foundation in 2019. We would like
to acknowledge their work on behalf of
charitable giving in our community.
Becky Walen, Bell Bank
Bobby Phillips, Greater Midwest Financial Group
Brad Kelley, Eide Bailly
Fred Borstad, Waterfront Financial Group
Jill Klose, Eide Bailly
Jon Simmons, Edward Jones
Kelly Steffes, Thoreson Steffes
Mark Giddings, Giddings & Associates
Mary Locken, Bell Bank
Matt Bushard, Bell Bank
Mike Richards, Edward Jones

Retirement Assets

Nathan Anderson, Prairiewood Wealth Management

If your retirement assets were given to
family, much of the value may be lost
through estate and income taxes. By
designating the FM Area Foundation as the
beneficiary of all or part of your IRA, the
full value of the gift is transferred tax free
at your death.

Patrick Kautzman, Eide Bailly

Life Insurance Policy

Sandy Korbel, Alerus

Many people find that the protection
offered by life insurance policies is no
longer needed later in life. At that time,
a life insurance policy can become an
ideal tool for charitable giving.

The FM Area Foundation stewards more than 400
charitable funds. To view the full fund listing,
visit areafoundation.org and click “Give Today.”

Paula Swanson, Bell Bank
Ramona Johnson, Eide Bailly
Ron Nomeland, Nomeland Heilman Group –
Merrill Lynch
Russ Boyle, Edward Jones
Steve Halverson, Heartland Trust Company
Steven Nelson, Prairiewood Wealth Management

TYPES OF FUNDS
The FM Area Foundation offers a variety of funds and flexible options to help you
meet your charitable goals.
DONOR ADVISED FUND
You work with our professional program staff, identifying ways to use dollars from your
Donor Advised Fund to address the issues and needs you care about most. You have the
ability to change the charity who benefits from your fund each time you recommend a
distribution from your fund. We then distribute the grant dollars in your fund’s name or
anonymously, according to your wishes.

DESIGNATED FUND
At the time you create the fund, you choose the specific nonprofit organization(s),
generally to a maximum of five, who will receive the proceeds from the fund on an annual
basis. Your one-time selection can help provide ongoing funding for a senior center,
museum, homeless shelter, or virtually any 501(c)(3) nonprofit charitable organization.

FIELD OF INTEREST FUND
You can target your gift to address needs in an area about which you are passionate the arts, food insecurity, aging, mental health, at-risk youth, etc. You identify the interest
area when making your gift; the FM Area Foundation awards grants to community
organizations and programs that are making a difference in the area you select.

SCHOLARSHIP FUND
You can invest in our community’s future and show students you care, all with guidance
and personal services of the FM Area Foundation. You determine the criteria students
must meet to receive the scholarship you establish. With your assistance, students achieve
their academic and career-oriented goals.

UNRESTRICTED FUND
Your gift can address ever-changing needs, including future needs that often cannot be
anticipated at the time your gift is made. We evaluate all aspects of community well-being
- basic human needs; arts and culture; community building; education; and many more.
The flexibility of your unrestricted gift enables the FM Area Foundation to respond to the
community’s most pressing needs, today and tomorrow.

Tim Richard, Serkland Law Firm

NONPROFIT AGENCY FUND

Tom Heilman, Nomeland Heilman Group –
Merrill Lynch

A nonprofit organization initiates a fund to permanently support the operations of the
organization and enhance their ability to accept large and complex gifts.

Toni Sandin, Sandin Law

When establishing a charitable fund through the FM Area
Foundation, donors have the option to recommend their
own fund manager. Advisors who follow our investment
policy become part of our fund manager portfolio.

SUPPORTING ORGANIZATION
You can use your gift to establish an excellent alternative to a private foundation with only
a fraction of the administrative responsibilities. You select some of the board members,
maintain personal involvement, and support the causes and organizations you care
about while enjoying the favorable tax treatment of a public charity. Leave investment
management, startup costs, grant administration and reporting to the FM Area Foundation.
21

2019 BOARD
OF DIRECTORS

CONTRIBUTIONS
BY YEAR

Agency Funds
1.1%

Designated
25.6%

The Foundation’s assets are held and
invested at the following institutions.*
Alerus
Bank of the West

Cash and Cash Equivalents
Unconditional Promises to Give

Field of Interest
7.7%

Interest, contributions, and grant receivable

$6,213,766

Supporting
Organizations
0.6%

Discretionary
5.9.3%

Current portion of note receivable
Other Receivables
Total Current Assets

$3,255,921

PROPERTY AND EQUIPMENT, net
OTHER ASSETS
Unconditional promises to give,
net of discount
Note receivable, net of current portion
Assets Held in Charitable Remainder Trusts
Investments
Cash Surrender Value of Life Insurance

2019

2018

Donor Advised
49.3%

10 YEAR ASSET GROWTH

Total Assets

$50,000,000

Accounts Payable
Accrued Payroll

$25,000,000

Grants Payable
Current Portion of Liabilities Under
Charitable Remainder Trusts

2010

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

TIAA

$22,500,000

Wells Fargo Advisor

Merrill Lynch

*As of Dec. 31, 2019

2,243,781
311,932

1,716,911
336,857

69,237

61,283

39,410
13,543

20,044
87,216

2,677,903

2,222,311

633,448

676,443

1,517,773

1,732,418

118
1,284,378
91,722,755
975,804

41,029
690,984
69,648,109
998,801

95,500,828

73,111,341

98,812,179

76,010,095

2018

Contributions

15,208,593

6,213,766

Net Investment Return

13,517,725

(4,895,101)

182,623

214,914

-

850

(22,695)

32,869

28,886,246

1,567,298

5,496,792

2,537,939

486,934

700,569

5,983,726

3,238,508

470,950

440,757

118,165

124,565

589,115

565,322

Change in Net Assets

22,313,405

(2,236,532)

TOTAL NET ASSETS,
beginning of the year

74,806,970

77,043,502

TOTAL NET ASSETS,
end of the year

97,120,375

74,806,970

Royalty Income
Special Event Income
Change in cash surrender
value of life insurance
Total Support
and Revenues
EXPENSES
Program services expense
Grants
Community Programs
Total Program Expenses
Supporting services expenses

688
8,764

2,346
10,920

106,244

29,517

72,242

32,896

1,084,594

906,969

982,648

982,648

419,272

220,477

1,691,804

1,203,125

93,636,016
3,484,359

71,540,756
3,266,214

Total Net Assets

97,120,375

74,806,970

Total Liabilities and Net Assets

98,812,179

76,010,095

Total Liabilities

2019
REVENUES

LIABILITIES UNDER CHARITABLE REMAINDER TRUSTS

Management & General
Fundraising & Development
Total supporting
services expenses

NET ASSETS

$15,000,000

Without donor restrictions
With donor restrictions

Wells Fargo

Heartland Trust
Company

Funds Held as Agency Endowments

Net of Current Portion

$7,500,000

2010

22

2012

10 YEAR CUMULATIVE GRANT HISTORY

Bremer Bank

Greater Midwest
Financial Group

2011

Total Current Liabilities

Bell Bank

US Bank

2018

CURRENT LIABILITIES

Thoreson Steffes
Trust Company

Waterfront Financial
Group

2019

$75,000,000

$30,000,000

Eide Bailly

Total Other Assets

$100,000,000

Prairiewood Wealth
Management

Edward Jones

STATEMENTS OF ACTIVITIES
Audited Financials For Years ended December 31, 2019 and 2018

CURRENT ASSETS

$15,208,593

STAFF
Tim Beaton, Executive Director
Patty Mastel, Finance Director
Greg Diehl, Development Officer
Courtney Larson, Communications
and Marketing Officer
Lexi Oestreich, Program Officer
Michelle Johnson, Administrative Assistant
Carrie Feigum, Donor Services Assistant

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENTS OF FINANCIAL POSITION
Audited Financials For Years ended December 31, 2019 and 2018

Scholarship
9.8%

2017

Marilyn Guy, Chair
Don Haugen, Vice-Chair
Dorwin Marquardt, Treasurer
Louise Dardis, Secretary
Lisa Bode, Immediate Past Chair
Morrie Lanning
Joel Jorgenson
Matthew Mohr
Lisa Borgen
April Walker
John Stern
Whitney Irish
Sandy Korbel, Trustee Representative

ASSET VALUE BY FUND TYPE

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

A copy of the complete 2019 financial statements audited by Widmer
Roel PC is available for review in the FM Area Foundation office.

2019

23

409 7th St. S,
Fargo, ND 58103

701.234.0756
areafoundation.org

