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September Newsletter 2021
Message from Executive Director, Eric Wilkie
Fall is in full swing in the F-M area, and we
have a lot of exciting things happening
here at the FM Area Foundation.
This summer marked record granting to
our community. We are dedicated to
helping our local citizens give back to
charities they care about, and it was
exciting to see so much generosity
impacting so many worthy causes. We also celebrated our 61st year as a
community foundation and we were excited to announce we have granted
$61 million to charitable causes since our inception. We know because of
our compassionate region, that number will only grow in the coming years.
Lastly, the Caring Catalog is back, running from November 29 to December
13. With nearly 100 nonprofits participating, this annual event helps area
charities to share their stories and invites our community to help make
dreams possible through their gifts to great causes doing amazing work
locally. Mark your calendar and I hope you can help.
As always, if we can help you, your family, or your business maximize your
philanthropy so together we create a vibrant community with opportunities
for everyone, reach out today. We can help!

More than Half a Million Dollars Awarded to Local
Nonprofits
The FM Area Foundation has awarded its 2021 community grants in the
areas of Arts, Culture & Creativity; Basic Human Needs; Community Building;
Education; and Women & Children. Also, this year, in partnership with the

City of Fargo, $100,000 was designated for grants to New American
organizations or to organizations primarily serving BIPOC communities.
A focus for this year's grant round was to provide nonprofits with general
operating funds--allowing organizations to direct the funding toward their
greatest needs. The focus on general operating grants continues from 2020,
when flexible funding was crucial for many nonprofits.
Read more and view the full list of Community Grant Recipients.

Select Your Perfect Giving Option
Giving to the FM Area Foundation is simple. If at any time you have a
question or would like to explore ways to maximize your impact and tax
benefits of a particular giving option, our staff is here to help. We accept a
wide range of gift options--some for today and others for the future.
Make a Gift Today
Below are several options for immediately making an outright gift to the
community foundation:

Cash, check or online donation
Stocks and other securities
Privately held business interests
Life insurance
Retirement assets
Real estate
Plan a Gift for Later
If you'd like to support your community after your lifetime or in a way that
aligns with your financial and estate planning goals, a planned gift may be
right for you. Here are a few popular options:
Bequest: Designate a gift amount or portion of your estate to the FM
Area Foundation in your will or trust.
Beneficiary Designation: Name the FM Area Foundation as a
beneficiary of a retirement plan or life insurance policy.
Charitable Gift Annuity: Transfer cash or property to the FM Area
Foundation and we pay you or a loved one fixed payments (with rates
based on your age) for life.
Charitable Remainder Trust: Transfer cash or property to a trust that
pays annual income to you (or other beneficiaries) for life. After your
death, the remainder of the trust transfers to the FM Area Foundation
and is placed into a charitable fund you have selected.
Charitable Lead Trust: Place cash or property into a trust that pays a
fixed amount to the FM Area Foundation for the number of years you
select. Once this period ends, the assets held by the trust are
transferred to the beneficiaries you name at potentially substantial tax
savings.
Contact us to learn more about the ways we can help you have a positive
impact on the community and causes you care about.

Thank YOU For Joining Us!

We want to extend a big thank YOU to everyone who came out August 10 to
help us celebrate granting $61 million to charitable causes and 61 years of
serving the community. It is the citizens of this region who have embraced
the mission of the FM Area Foundation for the past 61 years and continue to
do so who make our work possible.
View photos from the event.

New Funds: To Benefit Charitable Causes
The FM Area Foundation manages more than 400 charitable, component
funds created by generous donors. Some have very specific purposes.
Others provide resources to address our community's greatest needs.
Recent funds created include:
-MetroPlains Management Foundation
-Wallace and Vivian Dahl Family Fund
For information on setting up a charitable fund to support the causes you
care about or to give to an existing fund, contact Greg Diehl, Director of Gift
Planning and Donor Services, at greg@areafoundation.org or call
701.234.0756.
To view a list of all the charitable funds we manage, visit our website.

Service Spotlight

Ending Hunger Through Community Partnerships
The FM Area Foundation team is committed to volunteering at various
nonprofits throughout the year as a way to give back to the community and
connect with our nonprofit partners.
The FM Area Foundation recently volunteered for the Great Plains Food
Bank. They spent time putting together food boxes to provide meals for
those in need. The boxes of food were distributed across the state.
The mission of the Great Plains Food Bank is to end hunger in North
Dakota and western Minnesota through community partnerships.

The FM Area Caring Catalog Returns Nov. 29
Starting Nov. 29, you can view the list of 2021 Caring Catalog
charitable projects and give generously to the organizations helping
make Cass-Clay a more vibrant place to live.
100% of your donation goes directly to participating charities
No fees to participate
No credit card fees
Giving incentives available
Give back to the place you love this holiday season!
areafoundation.org/caringcatalog

See what's happening on our social sites!








Thank you for your support!

